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“At St Mark‟s we aspire to be an 
open, welcoming, and inclusive 
church, working together to build a 
stronger worshipping community” 

Candidate Profile 

St Mark's, Portobello, is a growing congregation with big ambitions which is now look-

ing for a full-time Rector. At its last 'away day' the Vestry, started to develop a new 3

-year plan for the church and we are looking for a new Rector to help implement this 

plan and develop it for the future. To achieve this, we are looking for someone with 

demonstrable experience in the following areas: 

1. Developing St Mark's as a worshipping community by recognising the diversity of 

the congregation 

 Maintaining, developing and sometimes challenging the worship tradition of St 

Mark's 

 Meeting the needs of older members who have a strong tradition of service and 

commitment  

 Meeting the needs of children and teenagers through active participation in All-

Age Eucharists, and supporting Junior Church leaders 

 Meeting the needs of housebound members who value their connections with the 

church but are not able to attend 

2. Developing St Mark's role in the community 

 Working with local clergy, including those of other denominations, to develop 

stronger links 

 Developing links with local organisations and educational establishments 

 Representing the interests of St Mark's within the Diocese and wider Scottish Epis-

copal Church 

3. Developing St Mark's as a sustainable church 

 Working with the Vestry to secure financial sustainability, in line with our financial 

plan 

 Providing leadership to the Vestry and office-bearers while remaining fully en-

gaged in the practical aspects of the running of the church 

 Developing communication channels with the wider congregation 

As a person, we are looking for someone who is - 

 Tolerant and inclusive 

 Inspirational yet practical 

 An excellent communicator 

 Outward looking 

 Able to demonstrate a sense of humour!  
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beach and promenade, swimming pool, 

golf course and a good range of shops 

from nearby large supermarkets to inde-

pendent shops in Portobello High Street. 

There is good communication with other 

local churches and clergy  through the 

established Portobello and District Coun-

cil of Churches. Further information on 

Portobello is available  at porty.org.uk/

home/. 

The Rectory 

The Rectory is located in Durham Ave-

nue, a residential area, which is 5-10 

minute drive from the church. The rec-

tory is a detached bungalow, located in a 

quiet  suburban  area,  consisting  of 

ground  floor,  entrance  and  reception 

halls,  lounge  with  bay  window,  study 

with access and stair to upper floor, fit-

ted kitchen, bathroom, dining room (with 

French  doors  to  terrace),  and  master 

bedroom. The roof space has been con-

verted to provide two single bedrooms. 

The  property  has a  generous  garden, 

double garage, greenhouse, and off-road 

parking. 

St Mark’s—The Future 

We are now looking to appoint a full-

time Rector to lead and develop the con-

gregation, building on the successes of 

the immediate past under the Rev. Ruth 

Innes, and working with the Vestry to 

ensure  its  long-term financial  sustain-

ability.  

 

 

At its annual „Away Day‟ in June 2010, 

the Vestry identified the priorities of our 

3-year plan: 

Stewardship — Managing our finances, 

assets, and people 

Looking Outwards — Being more visi-

ble and developing stronger ties with the 

community 

Worshipping Community — identify-

ing, meeting and, sometimes, challeng-

ing the needs of the congregation as a 

worshipping community 

Vestry members have been divided into 

three groups to work on annual imple-

mentation plans to work through these 

priorities and report back to the Vestry 

and then to the congregation.  

To find out more about St Mark‟s, please 

contact Ian Gardner, Interim Chairman/ 

Secretary to the Vestry on  

Tel: 0131 669 9258 or email: 

 gardners@gilberstoun.fsworld.co.uk. 

St Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Our Church 

 

St Mark‟s is a growing, friendly, and in-

clusive  church.  Possessing  one  of  the 

oldest Episcopal church buildings in Edin-

burgh, we celebrate our church‟s tradi-

tions, but as a living congregation we 

also try to be progressive and open to 

the changing world around us. 

St Mark‟s has over 90 on the congrega-

tional roll. Our congregation ranges from 

toddlers to octogenarians, from recent 

arrivals to those who have attended St 

Mark‟s all their lives. In the past few 

years we have doubled the size of our 

regular congregation. We would like to 

keep growing, and at the same time con-

solidate ourselves as a developing Chris-

tian community. 

St Mark’s—The Past 

St Mark‟s was one of the first Episcopal 

churches to be built  in the Edinburgh 

Diocese after the repressions of the Pe-

nal Laws that followed the Jacobite ris-

ings in the 18th century. The building is 

striking, in that it resembles a villa of 

Neo-Classical  design,  fronted  with  an 

imposing  semi-circular  Doric  arched 

porch.  The ground was feued from the 

Marquis of Abercorn in 1825, and it was 

opened on 19 May 1826 and consecrated 

on 21 August 1828 by Bishop Sandford.  

In 1892 the church was altered by Hay & 

Henderson, when two side galleries were 

removed, the ceiling reinforced and the 

chancel added to the south.  

In 1919 a Lady Chapel was erected to 

the west of the chancel in memory of the 

48 members of the congregation who fell 

in the Great War.  The Lady Chapel was 

removed following a serious fire in 1967 

which  started  in  the  boiler room and 

burned its way through the floor at the 

rear of the church, the heat reportedly 

melting the candles on the altar. Other 

changes were also made at this time.   

In the chancel  the altar was brought 

forward from the brown marble reredos 

(both 1872), the floor levelled and the 

altar rails relocated.  The pulpit was also 

removed and replaced by two lecterns. 

St Mark’s—The Present 

 

The congregation has grown considera-

bly in the past few years and numbers 

on average 50-60 per week. It comprises 

a  broad  age  range,  including  a  good 

number of families. Services take place 

on Thursday mornings (said Eucharist), 
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in the crypt chapel, in the church base-

ment,  and at 8.30am (said  Eucharist) 

and 10.30am on Sundays (sung Eucha-

rist). An All-Age Eucharist is held on the 

fourth Sunday of the month. 

 

The congregation plays a very active role 

in the life of St Mark‟s. The Vestry meets 

most months and members of the con-

gregation participate in a Ministry Team, 

supporting  the  Priest  by  visiting  the 

housebound  and  administering  Home 

Communion. Members participate in ser-

vices by reading lessons and writing in-

tercessions and the Ministry Team occa-

sionally  conducts  a  service  using  the 

Reserved Sacrament.  

A good number of groups have become 

established, including a craft group, book 

group, film group and the Tuesday Fel-

lowship group which meets for talks and 

special events.  Coffee is served after the 

10.30  service,  which  is  an  important 

time for the congregation to come to-

gether. In 1990 a meeting room, kitchen 

and  accessible  toilet  were  constructed 

under the gallery and a second meeting 

room formed in the basement and these 

spaces are valued assets for the church. 

Communication  with  the  congregation 

and local community is facilitated by a 

magazine („Mark my Words‟) produced 

free of charge, every two months, by an 

editorial  committee  and  website 

(www.stmarksportobello.org) which has 

been an important method of attracting 

new members.  There  is  a community 

newspaper („Portobello Reporter‟) which 

helps to raise the church‟s profile in the 

local community and new notice boards 

were installed last year on the church 

railings, facing the high street, which are 

used to promote events and special ser-

vices.    

Worship 
There  are  usually 

three  services  a 

week at St. Mark‟s. 

The  main  Sunday 

Eucharist is at 10.30 

and follows the 1982 

Scottish Liturgy. On 

the fourth Sunday of 

each  month  this  is 

an All-Age Eucharist at which the read-

ings and intercessions are led by the 

Junior Church. There are also Eucharists 

on  Sunday  at  8.30  and  Thursday  at 

10.00 both of which use the 1970 Scot-

tish Liturgy. 

There are also occasional Sung Evensong 

services on Sunday evenings and, during 

Advent and Lent, Morning Prayer is held 

three  times  a  week. Other  occasional 

services have in the past included Com-

pline on Sunday evenings during Advent, 

a children‟s Nativity and Crib service on 

Christmas Eve, and an Agape Meal and 

Foot-Washing on Maundy Thursday. 

St Mark’s Episcopal Church 

The  music  at  St.  Mark‟s  reflects  the 

blend of traditional and more modern, 

informal worship. At the main Sunday 

Eucharist  a mass setting  is  sung and 

hymns are taken from Complete Anglican 

Old and New.  

There is a small and enthusiastic choir of 

around 12 regular members who sing on 

the 3rd Sunday of each month as well as 

at the major festivals and the occasional 

extra evening service. The choir‟s reper-

toire is drawn from all eras and styles, 

ranging from Gregorian chant through to 

music by contemporary composers and 

including some works written especially 

for the choir.  

Plans are also underway to introduce a 

programme of  children‟s music in the 

church.  

The music team consists of an Organist / 

Director of Music, an assistant organist 

who plays for the choral services and 

two deputies who are able to fill in when 

the organist is unavailable. The organ, 

purchased in 2009, is a Wyvern two-

manual and pedals, 29 stop digital organ 

which replaced a 19th century Hamilton 

pipe organ. The digital organ retains the 

original cases and pipe frontal. 

Children & Young People 

We have about 20 children and young 

people  that  regularly  attend  Junior 

Church, ranging from 2 to 17 years old. 

For children under 12 years old, each 

Sunday during term time, we meet dur-

ing our 10.30am service for a time of 

fellowship. 

Our young people (teenage group) cur-

rently meet on the first Sunday in the 

month. This is a small group who are 

deeply committed, and is lead by one of 

our congregation who has experience as 

a professional youth worker and is in-

volved  in  the  diocesan  and  provincial 

youth work. 

 

On the 4th Sunday of every month we 

have  an  All-Age  Eucharist  where  the 

children and young people take a lead 

role in the service and have previously 

taken the entire service. 

We try to encourage and welcome our 

children as much as we can in St Mark‟s 

and are always open to new ideas or 

suggestions.  We  are  lucky to  have  7 

adults on our rota which makes the Jun-

ior Church a very exciting and interesting 

place to be! 

The Local Community 

Portobello is a thriving community on the 

east side of the city of Edinburgh. Its 

popularity was built up as a renowned 

holiday  destination  from  the  Victorian 

period and it still maintains its identity as 

„Edinburgh‟s seaside‟.  

As well  as residential  areas and good 

nurseries  and  schools,  it  has  many 

amenities  including  a  popular,  sandy 
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